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war of revenge, and madame la Marechale was as much an ultra-
montane as the Empress Eugenie."

This was the last conversation Lord Odo Russell was to have
with Bismarck for four months. Pondering over the change of
view the chancellor had expressed, he could only account for it
by supposing that he wished to discourage an Anglo-Austrian
understanding "lest it might diminish his personal influence
later on and impede the progress of Russia sooner than would
suit his ambitious plans."1 With regard to Egypt Lord Odo
Russell found himself more in agreement with Bismarck than
with his own government,2 but indeed throughout the whole
crisis he was in favour of a much more active policy than Lord
Derby saw fit to adopt.

in

Bismarck went once more into retirement but not into inac-
tion. Lord Odo Russell was privately informed that Andrassy
had consulted him about the proposed alliance with England,
and that he had advised him "to encourage the overtures of
England and ascertain the exact terms to which H.M.G. would
consent when peace negotiations commenced, but he advised
him at the same time not to let the agreement interfere with the
progress of the war until it came to natural termination by the
defeat of Turkey. He thought the united action of Austria and
England might be beneficially exercised in the interests of a
lasting settlement. . . . Since the Russian army had crossed the
Danube the understanding between the military empires had
become closer and the 'lasting settlement' was likely to mean the
partition of the Turkish Empire in Europe."8

Hardly had this despatch gone when Russell was told by Lord
Derby that Count Beust officially denied the existence of any
secret understanding "other than that which results from the
despatches and telegrams already communicated to H.M.G."
but he was too well-informed to accept this denial at its face

^.O. 64. 879. No. 283. To Lord Derby. Secret. 9 July 1877.
2G.P. II. p.i57.

. 64. 879. No. 285. To Lord Derby. Secret. 14 July 1877.